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End of Apartheid

in South Africa

Directions: Use the included resources to complete this packet
Background
South Africa was colonized by the British and Dutch in the seventeenth century. British domination of the Dutch descendents (known as Boers or Afrikaners) resulted in the Dutch establishing the new colonies of Orange Free State and Transvaal. The discovery of diamonds in these lands around 1900 resulted in a British invasion which sparked the Boer War. Following independence from Britain, an uneasy power-sharing between the two groups held sway until the 1940's, when the Afrikaner National Party was able to gain a strong majority. Strategists in the National Party invented apartheid as a means to cement their control over the economic and social system. Initially, aim of the apartheid was to maintain white domination while extending racial separation. Starting in the 60's, a plan of ``Grand Apartheid'' was executed, emphasizing territorial separation and police repression. 

With the enactment of apartheid laws in 1948, racial discrimination was institutionalized. Race laws touched every aspect of social life, including a prohibition of marriage between non-whites and whites, and the sanctioning of ``white-only'' jobs. In 1950, the Population Registration Act required that all South Africans be racially classified into one of three categories: white, black (African), or colored (of mixed decent). The colored category included major subgroups of Indians and Asians. Classification into these categories was based on appearance, social acceptance, and descent. For example, a white person was defined as ``in appearance obviously a white person or generally accepted as a white person.'' A person could not be considered white if one of his or her parents were non-white. The determination that a person was ``obviously white'' would take into account ``his habits, education, and speech and deportment and demeanor.'' A black person would be of or accepted as a member of an African tribe or race, and a colored person is one that is not black or white. The Department of Home Affairs (a government bureau) was responsible for the classification of the citizenry. Non-compliance with the race laws were dealt with harshly. All blacks were required to carry ``pass books'' containing fingerprints, photo and information on access to non-black areas.
1. Dutch South Africans are known as _____________________ or _________________________________.
2. Why did the British invade the Dutch territory in South Africa? ___________________________________________.

3. What were the orginal goals of Apartheid? _____________________________________________________________.

4. What types of things did the race laws regulate? _________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________.

5. What determined if a person was “white?” ______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________.

6. What determined if a person was “black?” ______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________.

7. What determined if a person was “colored?” _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________.

8. What was a “Pass Book?” __________________________________________________________________________.
The Homeland System
Apartheid supporters argued that once apartheid had been implemented, blacks would no longer be citizens of South Africa; rather, they would become citizens of the independent "homelands". In terms of this model, blacks became (foreign) "guest laborers" who merely worked in South Africa as the holders of temporary work permits.

The South African government attempted to divide South Africa into a number of separate countries. Some eighty-seven percent of the land was reserved for whites, coloreds and Indians. About thirteen percent of the land was divided into ten "homelands" for Blacks (60% of the population) and some were given "independence", though this was never recognised by any other country. Once the homelands were granted "independence", those who were designated as belonging to such a homeland had their South African citizenship revoked, and replaced with homeland citizenship. These people would now have passports instead of passbooks. Those remaining part of the "autonomous" homelands also had their South African citizenship circumscribed, and remained less than South African. The South African government attempted to draw an equivalence between their view of black "citizens" of the "homelands" and the problems other countries faced through entry of illegal immigrants.
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1. What was a Homeland? ___________________________________________________________________________

2. How did the creation of Homelands help justify discrimination against blacks? _________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________.

3. How did the white South African government make blacks foreigners in their own country? _______________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What percent of the land in South Africa was reserved for Blacks? _____________ What percent of the total population where black South Africans? ______________.
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5. Why were black South Africans given passports instead of passbooks once their homelands were granted independence? ___________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________ _______________________________________________.

6. What year was Transkei granted “independence?” _______________________________________________.

7. Why did the article and I put independence in quotation marks? _____________________________________________ _____________________________________________ 
8. In which homeland was Sun City located? ___________ __________________________________________.

9. Where was the sign to the left most likely located? 

_______________________________________________
10. What is the purpose of the sign to the left? __________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Injustice in the System
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1. How many people was each doctor responsible for in black areas? ______________________

2. How many people was each doctor responsible for in white areas? ______________________

3. About how many students were in each black classroom? ________________________________
Fight Against Apartheid

Timeline of the Fight Against Apartheid
1948 - Policy of apartheid (separateness) adopted when National Party (NP) takes power. 
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1950 - Population classified by race. Group Areas Act passed to segregate blacks and whites. Communist Party banned. ANC responds with campaign of civil disobedience, led by Nelson Mandela. 

1960 - Seventy black demonstrators killed at Sharpeville. ANC banned. 

1961 - South Africa declared a republic, leaves the Commonwealth. Mandela heads ANC's new military wing, which launches sabotage campaign. 

1960s - International pressure against government begins, South Africa excluded from Olympic Games. 

1964 - ANC leader Nelson Mandela sentenced to life imprisonment. 

1966 September - Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd assassinated. 

1970s - More than 3 million people forcibly resettled in black 'homelands'. 
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Black Consciousness Movement leader Steve Biko died in custody




1976 - More than 600 killed in clashes between black protesters and security forces during uprising which starts in Soweto. 

1984-89 - Township revolt, state of emergency. 

1989 - FW de Klerk replaces PW Botha as president, meets Mandela. Public facilities desegregated. Many ANC activists freed. 

1990 - ANC unbanned, Mandela released after 27 years in prison. Namibia becomes independent. 

1991 - Start of multi-party talks. De Klerk repeals remaining apartheid laws, international sanctions lifted. Major fighting between ANC and Zulu Inkatha movement. 

1993 - Agreement on interim constitution. 

1994 April - ANC wins first non-racial elections. Mandela become president, Government of National Unity formed, Commonwealth membership restored, remaining sanctions lifted. South Africa takes seat in UN General Assembly after 20-year absence. 

Seeking truth 

1996 - Truth and Reconciliation Commission chaired by Archbishop Desmond Tutu begins hearings on human rights crimes committed by former government and liberation movements during apartheid era. 
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1996 - Parliament adopts new constitution. National Party withdraws from coalition, saying it is being ignored. 

1998 - Truth and Reconciliation Commission report brands apartheid a crime against humanity and finds the ANC accountable for human rights abuses. 

1999 - ANC wins general elections, Thabo Mbeki takes over as president. 

2000 December - ANC prevails in local elections. Recently-formed Democratic Alliance captures nearly a quarter of the votes. The Inkatha Freedom Party wins 9%. 

2001 April - 39 multi-national pharmaceutical companies halt a legal battle to stop South Africa importing generic Aids drugs. The decision is hailed as a victory for the world's poorest countries in their efforts to import cheaper drugs to combat the virus. 
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1. What year was Apartheid established? _____________
2. Nelson Mandela and the African National Congress (ANC) began to fight Apartheid in _____________.
3. Seventy black demonstrators were killed by white police in 1960 at _____________________.

4. Nelson Mandela was put into prison in __________________.

5. In 1976 _______________ people were killed in uprisings against Apartheid.

6. Public facilities were desegregated in ________________ by president _____________________________.

7. In _________________ Mandela was released from prison.
8. In 1994 the first ___________________ elections were held and _____________________ was elected president of South Africa.

9. The _____________________________ were hearings held by the South African government to address human rights crimes committed during Apartheid.

End of the System
The demise of the apartheid system came about for many reasons. 
There were internal pressures. Blacks fought against the unjust system through a campaign of resistance, followed by an armed struggle which began in the 1960s. Nelson Mandela was sentenced to life in prison during the 1960s for his role as a leader in the campaign against apartheid. 
Foreign pressures were added, mainly in the shape of sanctions which crippled the South African economy. Christian churches, both within South Africa and around the world, added to the pressure. 
South Africa became progressively more isolated, politically and economically, by the international community. Finally, the National Party government realised that apartheid could no longer be defended. 
On 2 February 1990, the then President F.W. de Klerk gave a famous speech to Parliament that led to Nelson Mandela's release and the fall of apartheid. 
In April 1994, the first ever democratic elections took place, and Nelson Mandela became president.

1. Describe four factors that contributed to the decline of Apartheid in South Africa. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
