The United Nations



Across

2. The primary goal of the UN is to maintain...

4. Number of official languages at the UN

5. The members of the UN meet in the...

10. Number of countries that are members of the United Nations

13. When the General Assembly has the power to express world...

14. The UN was founded in _________________ of 1945

15. The senior officer of the UN is the...

16. The Security Council is the only branch of the UN that's decisions are ____________ on all members

Down

1. The five winners of World War II serve as permanent members of the ...

3. The UN symbol is the world with an ________________ around it.

6. An important goal of the UN is to make people's lives...

7. These five countries have the power to ___________ any decision made by the Security Council

8. Number of votes each country gets in the General Assembly

9. The UN cannot interfere in the __________ affairs of a country

11. This was held in 1992 in Brazil

12. The UN headquarters is in...

13. List the five permanent members of the Security Council:

14. What are the two main bodies of the United Nations?

15. Which body of the United Nations can send an army to an area to keep peace?

16. What is the United Nations in 10 words?
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The UN emblem shows the world held in the “olive branches of peace”.
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The signing ceremony of the Charte in San Francisco,

26 June 1945, The Charteris open i the forcground and
the Egyptian delegation is standing in the background.



The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the UN Charter had been ratified by a majority of the original 51 Member States. The day is now celebrated each year around the world as United Nations Day.

The purpose of the United Nations is to bring all nations of the world together to work for peace and development, based on the principles of justice, human dignity and the well-being of all people. It affords the opportunity for countries to balance global interdependence and national interests when addressing international problems.

There are currently 192 Members of the United Nations. They meet in the General Assembly, which is the closest thing to a world parliament. Each country, large or small, rich or poor, has a single vote, however, none of the decisions taken by the Assembly are binding. Nevertheless, the Assembly's decisions become resolutions that carry the weight of world governmental opinion.

The United Nations Headquarters is in New York City but the land and buildings are international territory. The United Nations has its own flag, its own post office and its own postage stamps. Six official languages are used at the United Nations - Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish. The UN European Headquarters is in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland. It has offices in Vienna, Austria and Economic Commissions in Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, Amman in Jordan, Bangkok in Thailand and Santiago in Chile. The senior officer of the United Nations Secretariat is the Secretary-General.

	The Aims of the United Nations: 

· To keep peace throughout the world. 

· To develop friendly relations between nations. 

· To work together to help people live better lives, to eliminate poverty, disease and illiteracy in the world, to stop environmental destruction and to encourage respect for each other's rights and freedoms. 

· To be a centre for helping nations achieve these aims. 
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Pages of the UN Charter with the signatures of the delegates from the USSR, the UK and the US. 

	The Principles of the United Nations: 

· All Member States have sovereign equality. 

· All Member States must obey the Charter. 

· Countries must try to settle their differences by peaceful means. 

· Countries must avoid using force or threatening to use force. 

· The UN may not interfere in the domestic affairs of any country. 

· Countries should try to assist the United Nations. 

	The UN Charter
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Even as the Second World War raged, the leaders of Britain, China, the US and the USSR, under intense pressure from the press and public, discussed the details of a post-war organization. In 1944 representatives of China, the UK, the US and the USSR meeting at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC, prepared a blueprint for an international organization. Towards the end of the war representatives of 50 countries gathered in San Francisco between April and June 1945 to hammer out the final text that would lay the foundations of international cooperation. This was the Charter of the United Nations, signed on 26 June by 50 countries. Poland, the 51st country, was not able to send a representative to the San Francisco conference but is considered an original member.
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Although the League was abandoned, most of its ideals and some of its structure were kept by the United Nations and outlined in its Charter. The ideals of peace and social and economic progress remained the basic goals of the new world organization. However, [image: image16.png]‘The Conference at Dumbarton Oaks
‘Washington, D.C., 21 August 1944,




these were developed to fit the new and more complex post-war world.
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The League's Council was transformed into the Security Council consisting of the five victors of the war as permanent members and ten other countries serving two year terms. The five permanent members - China, France, the UK, the USSR, and the US were also given veto power, which means that decisions taken by the Security Council can be blocked by any of the five permanent members. This is significant firstly because the Security Council is the principle UN organ responsible for ensuring peace, and, secondly, because it is the only body whose decisions are binding on all Member States. Since the creation of the UN the balance of Big Powers has changed and over one hundred new Member States, mainly non-Western, have joined. With these changes have come increasing demands to reform the Security Council.
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The brief provision for Social Activities in the League's Covenant was turned into a comprehensive prescription for international economic and social cooperation, with the aim of achieving conditions of stability and well-being recognised as essential for peaceful relations among nations. Under the aegis of a new organ, the Economic and Social Council, the work of existing and anticipated Specialized Agencies in the fields of labour, education, health, agriculture, development and many others would be coordinated within the UN system. Racism and repression demanded that another, new, people's element should enter emphatically into the Charter, that of rights. Many sorts of rights, from the right to self-determination, which encouraged the independence of colonized peoples, to general human rights, which aimed to protect individuals, are enshrined in the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and two Covenants which have become major, standard-setting additions to international law.
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	The UN System
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The basic structure of the United Nations is outlined in an organizational chart. What the structure does not show is that decision-making within the UN system is not as easy as in many other organizations. The UN is not an independent, homogeneous organization; it is made up of sovereign states, so actions by the UN depend on the will of Member States, to accept, fund or carry them out. Especially in matters of peace-keeping and international politics, it requires a complex, often slow, process of consensus-building that must take into account national sovereignty as well as global needs.
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A man signs the Earth Pledge to "help
‘make the Earth a secure and hospitable
Y
‘The Earth Summit, Rio De Janeiro,
Brazil, June 1992.
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The Specialized Agencies, while part of the UN system, are separate, autonomous intergovernmental organizations which work with the UN and with each other. The agencies carry out work relating to specific fields such as trade, communications, air and maritime transport, agriculture and development. Although they have more autonomy, their work within a country or between countries is always carried out in partnership with those countries. They also depend on funds from Member States to achieve their goals.
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Recently, international conferences organised by the UN have gained significance. UN conferences have been held since the 1960s, but with the Conference on Environment and Development, known as the Earth Summit, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992, they turned into real fora for deciding on national and international policy regarding issues that affect everyone such as the environment, human rights and economic development. Since the Earth Summit, UN conferences have turned into forums in which non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can voice their concerns alongside those of governments. Such conferences focus world attention on these issues and place them squarely on the global agenda. Yet, once the international agreements produced by these conferences are signed, it is still up to each individual country to carry them out. With the moral weight of international conferences and the pressures of media and NGOs, Member States are more likely to endorse the agreements and put them into effect.


